JOHN   FOXE
testantism was growing year by year, especially after the
publication of the English Bibles in 1537, and was spreading
upwards from the lower classes, where it was strongest, to
the rich and the nobility, it was in reality being thwarted
and gagged. Protestants had to wait until Oliver Cromwell
became Protector before they had a man on the throne who
was of their soil and filled with their deepest convictions.
Foxe, however, was Protestant in mind and feeling, and
was as much a part of the political and religious revolution
of Protestantism as Lenin was of the Russian Revolution.
*****
He was born at Boston, Lincolnshire, in 1516, and his
father died while he was still very young. Little is known
about his childhood,, except that he is said to have been a
studious youth and very poor. He went up to Oxford when
he was sixteen, and he stayed there until 1545, when he
resigned his fellowship. We do not know how or when he
became a Protestant. He was evidently one at Oxford.
He refused to attend the College Chapel with any regularity
when he was a fellow, and to proceed to holy orders within
seven years of his election to his fellowship. He also objected
to the enforcement of celibacy, and his resignation in 1545
seems to have been for religious reasons.
Very little, either, is known about what he did after he left
Oxford. He first became tutor to young Thomas Lucy, and
towards the end of 1547, the year in which he married, he
was appointed tutor to the orphan children of the Earl of
Surrey. Between then and the time he escaped to Stras-
bourg for fear of being persecuted by Mary, he was writing
religious tracts and plays, as well as reading Church History
with the idea of doing a defence of Protestantism.
According to a book written after his death, under his
son's name but almost certainly a fake, he had gone through
periods of extreme poverty while in England, and he was
desperately poor whole in exile. Foxe, indeed, never seems
to have had any money. Even later on, after he had re-
turned to England and was famous as the author of the Book
of MartyrS) he remained poor. He might now have made a
career for himself in the Church, for he had always had
apply themselves and whereby they are to live. Merchandise being the chief
and richest of all others, and of greater extent and importance tba,r> all the rest,
it is agamst the natural right and liberty of the subjects of England to restrain it
into the hands of some few."
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